
KAPPA ALPHA ORDER 
CHAPTER OF SORROW 

 
Before the ceremony, each brother takes from a basket on a table at the 
entrance to the chapter room, funeral home, church, or graveside, a sprig of 
evergreen, wrapped with florist tape, with a Crimson Rose. (Evergreen sprigs 
alone may be used.) The Number IX, or an Alumnus, shall arrange for this. 
 
Read By Number I, or Alumnus in Charge. Use the plural or singular depending 
on whether a group or a single brother is commemorated. 
 
 NUMBER I:  BROTHERS, THE ROLL OF THE CHAPTER HAS BEEN 
CALLED, AND ONE HAS (SOME HAVE) FAILED TO ANSWER.  MAY HE 
(THEY) ANSWER THAT HEAVENLY SUMMONS TO LIFE EVERLASTING! 
 

WE HAVE GATHERED HERE TO HONOR OUR DECEASED BROTHER. 
AS A BROTHER OF KAPPA ALPHA ORDER HE HAS LIVED HAVING FAITH 
IN GOD. BEEN A GOOD MAN, BRAVE KNIGHT AND BROTHER FAITHFUL 
UNTIL DEATH. THE NAME AND KA RECORD OF THE DECEASED BROTHER 
SHALL BE READ. 
 
Read by Number III or another Alumnus 
 

Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8. REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR, IN THE DAYS 
OF THY YOUTH, WHILE THE EVIL DAYS COME NOT, NOR THE YEARS 
DRAW NIGH WHEN THOU SHALT SAY, I HAVE NO PEASURE IN THEM. 
WHILE THE SUN, OR THE LIGHT, OR THE MOON, OR THE STARS, BE NOT 
DARKENED, NOR THE CLOUDS RETURN AFTER THE RAIN. 
 

IN THE DAYS WHEN THE KEEPERS OF TE HOUSE SHALL TREMBLE 
AND THE STRONG MEN SHALL BOW THEMSELVES, AND THE GRINDERS 
HAVE CEASED BECAUSE THEY ARE FEW, AND THOSE THAT LOOK OUT OF 
THE WINDOWS BE DARKENED, AND THE DOORS SHALL BE SHUT IN THE 
STREETS, WHEN THE SOUND OF THE GRINDERING IS LOW, AND HE 
SHALL RISE UP AT THE VOICE OF THE BIRD, AND ALL THE DAUGHTERS 
OF MUCH SHALL BE BROUGHT LOW. 
 

AND ALSO THEY SHALL BE AFRAID OF THAT WHICH IS HIGH, AND 
FEARS SHALL BE IN THE WAY. AND THE ALMOND TREE SHALL BLOSSOM, 
AND THE GRASSHOPPER SHALL BE A BURDEN, AND DESIRE SHALL FAIL: 
BECAUSE MAN GOETH NOT TO HIS LONG HOME AND THE MOURNERS GO 
ABOUT THE STREETS. OR EVER THE SILVER CORD BE LOOSED, OR THE 
GOLDEN BOWL BE BROKEN, OR THE PITCHER BE BROKEN AT THE 
FOUNTAIN, OR THE WHELL BROKEN AT THE CISTERN. THEN SHALL THE 
DUST RETURNETH TO THE EARTH AS IT WAS: AND THE SPIRIT SHALL 
RETURN TO GOD WHO GAVE IT.  



 VANITY OF VANITIES, ALL IS VANITY! 
 

REJOICE, O YOUNG MAN IN THY YOUTH! LET THY HEART CHEER 
THEE IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH, AND WALK IN THE WAYS OF THY 
HEART, AND IN THE SIGHT OF THINE EYES! BUT KNOW THOU, THAT FOR 
ALL THESE THINGS GOD WILL BRING THEE INTO JUDGEMENT. 
THEREFORE REMOVE SORROW FROM THY HEART, AND PUT AWAY EVIL 
FROM THY FLESH: FOR CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH ARE VANITY. 
 
(Read by No. II – These are verses from Psalms 37) 
 

TRUST IN THE LORD, AND DO GOOD; SO SHALT THOU DWELL IN 
THE LAND, AND VERILY THOU SHALL BE FED. 

 
COMMIT THY WAY UNTO THE LORD; TRUST ALSO IN HIM, AND HE 

SHALL BRING IT TO PASS. 
 
AND HE SHALL BRING FORTH THY RIGHTEOUSNESS AS THE 

LIGHT, AND THY JUDGEMENT AS THE NOON-DAY.  
 
REST IN THE LORD, AND WAIT PATIENTLY FOR HIM: FRET NOT 

THYSELF BECAUSE OF HIM WHO PROSPERETH IN HIS WAY, BECAUSE OF 
THE MAN WHO BRINGETH WICKED DEVICES TO PASS. 

 
THE STEPS OF A GOOD MAN ARE ORDERED BY THE LORD; AND HE 

DELIGHTETH IN HIS WAY. 
 
THOUGH HE FALL, HE SHALL NOT BE UTTERLY CAST DOWN: FOR 

THE LORD HOLDS HIM UP WITH HIS HAND. 
 
I HAVE BEEN YOUNG, AND NOW I AM OLD: YET HAVE I NOT SEEN 

THE RIGHTEOUS FORESAKEN, NOR HIS SEED BEGGING BREAD 
 
NUMBER I: WE COME NOW TO PROCLAIM OUR LOVE AND HONOR 

TO THE MEMORY OF OUR FRIEND AND BROTHER WHO HAS BEEN 
CALLED AWAY FROM US.  COMING HERE, WE ARE IN SOLEMN 
REMEMBRANCE OF THE TIES AND IDEALS WHICH BOUND US SO 
CLOSELY TOGETHER WITH HIM.  OUR FRIENDSHIP WITH HIM HAD, AS 
ITS INCINTIVE,  THE CHALLENGE OF CLIMBING HGHER.  EVEN AS THE 
KNIGHTS OF OLD DESPISED THAT WHICH WAS LOW, AND READILY CAST 
ASIDE THOSE THINGSWHICH HINDERED THEM IN SCALING THE 
HIEGHTS OF GREATER THINGS, SO DID WE, ALONG WITH THIS OUR 
BROTHER, ENDEAVER TO STRENGTHEN ONE ANATHER IN ORDER  THAT 
WE MIGHT ACHIEVE SOME HIGHER PLANE IN MORTAL LIFE. 

 
BUT EVEN AS THE KNIGHTS OF LONG AGO  WERE CONSCIOUS OF 

HUMAN WEAKNESS AND FRATILITY AND THEREFORE REACHED UP FOR 



SOMETHING GREATER THAN MERE MATERIAL STRENGTHEN IN THOSE 
THINGS WHICH HAVE  EVER LIFTED UP THE HEARTS OF MEN.  IN OR 
LOVE WITH THIS BROTHER WE HONORED THE CROSS, FOR IN IT WE 
SEETHE SUFFERINGS AND TRIUMPHS OF HIM WHO ONCE BORE IT UP 
THE STEPS OF THE CALVAERY.   

 
TOGETHER WE HONORED THE IDEALS WHICH UNDERLIE PURITY 

OF MIND AND HEART; REALIZING THAT THE GREAT BATTLES OF LIFE 
ARE FOUGHT WITHIN A MAN’S OWN SOUL.  WITH COURAGE, THEN, WE 
FOUGHT, REMEMBERING ALWAYS THAT THERE IS NO LOST CAUSE IN 
THIS WAR.  TOGETHER WE HONORED THE SWEET SPIRIT OF HOPE, 
HELPING ONE ANOTHER TO FIND AND GRASP THOSE THINGS WHICH, 
THOUGH UNSEEN, ARE NEVERTHELESS REAL.  WE EXPERIENCED THAT 
HAPPINESS WHICH COMES FROM DOING GOOD, AND STRIVING, DAILY, 
TO BE MORE LKE THE DEITY, WITH WHOM THIS BROTHER WILL SPEND 
ETERNITY.  

 
AS MEMBERS OF KAPPA ALPHA ORDER, WE ARE ALL TAUGHT TO 

DESPISE WHAT IS LOW, AND TO ACT EVER UON THE BELIEF THAT A 
MAN’S MIND IS SUPERIOR TO MATTER, THE SPIRITUAL TO THE 
PHYSICAL.  IT LEADS US ONWARD AND UPWARD TO THE SKIES FROM 
WHENCE WE SPRING.  AS ALWAYS THE ASCENT WAS DIFFICULT.  WE, 
ALONG WITH THIS BELOVED BROTHER, HAVE OVERCOME MANY 
OBSTACLES REMEMBERING THAT THE ACQUISITION OF WEALTH IS 
NOTHING COMPARED TO KNOWLEDGE, DEVELOPMENT OF CHARACTER 
AND THE UNENDING TASK OF LIVING A GOOD LIFE IN THE EYES OF GOD, 
AND THAT THE TRUE CHARACTER OF A GOOD MAN IS FORMED BY HIS 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

 
OUR HEARTS ARE SAD AT THIS PARTING.  YET THERE IS NO 

BITTERNESS IN OUR SADNESS, FOR IN THE VERY PRESENCE OF DEATH, 
WE CLAIM THE TRIUMPH OF OUR BELIEF THAT THE SPIRIT OF MAN IS 
GREATER THAN HIS FLESH; THAT THE MIND OF MAN IS GREATER THTN 
MATTER; THAT THE SOUL OF MAN IS GREATER THAN HIS BODY; AND 
THAT LOVE, PURITY, AND HOLINESS ARE BETTER THAN MALICE, LUST, 
AND WICKEDNESS.  THESE VIRTUES DO NOT DIE.  THEY SURVIVE THE 
GRAVE.  SO ALSO IS IT WITH THOSE WHO EMULATE THEM.  THEN WITH 
UNFALTERING TRUST IN CHRIST OUR KING, WE WAIT THE DAY TO HEAR 
HIM SAY, “I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.” 

 
TO OUR DEPARTED BROTHER, WE SAY THIS:  AS WE HAVE 

WELCOMED YOU INTO KAPPA ALPHA ORDER WITH OUR HEARTS AND 
YOU HAVE COMMITTED YOUR LIFE TO OUR KEEPING, AND WORE THE 
CROSS UPON YOUR BREAST, WE NOW SHARE OUR TALISMAN WITH YOU 
ONE MORE TIME. 

 



(All brothers present form a procession two by two and place their talisman on 
the Bible on the Altar, the ranking officer to be last.  At the funeral home, or 
graveside, the talisman should be placed in a receptacle near the casket, directly 
on the casket itself, or in the grave.) 

 
WE COMMIT OUR BROTHER INTO THE HAND OF OUR ALMIGHTY 

GOD.  YOUR PAST HAS BEEN NOBLE; YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS MANY 
AND YOU HAVE ENRICHED OUR LIVES BY SHARING YOUR LIFE WITH US. 

 
LET US PRAY:  OUR FATHER, WE GIVE YOU THANKS FOR THE 

BREATH OF LIFE SO WE MAY COME BEFORE YOU TO CELEBRATE THE 
LIFE OF OUR BROTHER.  TAKE HIM INTO YOUR LOVING CARE, AND LEAD 
HIM AS HE COMPLETES HIS LIFE’S JOURNEY TO YOUR EVERLASTING 
KINGDOM.  GRANT HIM ETERNAL REST, O LORD, AND LET YOUR LIGHT 
PERPETUALLY SHINE UPON HIM. 

 
NOW THE HOUR OF FINAL ADJOURNMENT HAS COME.  MAY THE 

LORD BE WITH THIS BROTHER AND ALL OF US AND KEEP US IN 
SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH, IN PROSPERITY AND IN ADVERSITY AND 
EVEN UNTO DEATH. 

 
WE ASK THESE THINGS IN YOUR NAME WHO TAUGHT US HOW TO 

PRAY: SAYING: 
 
OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BY THY NAME.  

THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.  AND FORGIVE US OUR 
TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US.  AND 
LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL: FOR 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER.  
AMEN. 

 
GO IN PEACE BROTHERS, AND LET THE LIGHT WHICH SHINED 

THROUGH THIS DEPARTED BROTHER, SHINE IN YOUR HEARTS. 
 

(In case of a funeral service, this program is to always be coordinated with the 
minister or officiate in charge.) 

 
(The ceremony may be used at a chapter meeting, a banquet, an alumni meeting, 
a meeting of the Court of Honor, or any formal occasion.) 
 
Composed by: Walter F. Sumpter, Beta Upsilon ’31 (Marshall University) 
   February 16, 1934 
 
   Larry A. Ledsome, Beta Upsilon ’59 (Marshall University) 
   Hamilton Province Commander 
   February 7, 2004 



Revised by:  Gary Thomas Scott, Xi ’63 (Southwestern University) 
   Former Chief Alumnus 
   March 22, 2004 
 
Finally edited by: Russell C. Brown, Delta Sigma ’82 (Houston Baptist Univ.) 
   Councilor and Ritual Advisor of the Order 
   August 4, 2004   

       
 


